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considered, the House would be in a different temper. I must say
that I should feel very proud and happy if I could come down to
the House, even while the war was going on, and say, " Our position
is now so good and solid, we now see the path before us so firm
and clear, that even in time of war we can of our own free will give
back these special powers." Unhappily that is not the case at
present. The time may come, but not now. In the meanwhile, I
cannot conceive how Parliament can better keep control over the
use of these abnormal powers than by insisting upon their being
exercised hi the discretion of a Minister present in the House and
accountable to the House. The Minister has been made accountable
to the House. He has corne down to-day and has explained in the
greatest detail his use of the powers in a particular case. I should
think he feels it a most objectionable thing to have this discretionary
power conferred on him; but such a discretionary power there
must be, and there must be a choosing between this and that.
The House has given the power, and I am bound to say that the
manner in which my right hon. Friend has explained the whole
position has brought home to the House, first, the submissiveness
of the Executive to Parliamentary institutions, and secondly, the
care with which these powers are exercised.
For my part, I hope that the day may come as speedily as
possible, even before the end of the war, when we may be able to
relieve ourselves of these exceptional powers, or some of them.
In the meanwhile, I feel that we are entitled to ask from the House
a general measure of support for the Minister charged with exercising
them. There can be no question of going behind the powers of the
House. The powers of the House are over-riding and inalienable,
and everything that is done is done on the responsibility of the House,
be it right or be it wrong. The House has power to wreck the pro-
posed action, provided, of course, it is confident that it is representing
the country in the course which it is taking. Therefore, I hope the
Debate when it ends may leave the impression that there has been
no derogation from the authority and freedom of Parliamentary
institutions. I particularly resent the suggestion that we are
adopting the methods of Fascist States. We are not. We are the
servants of the House. It may be true that the House will support
its servants, but if it does not the powers in their hands are without
effect, and so long as that fact is established it is absolutely improper,
as well as unhelpful, to place us upon the level of totalitarian
Governments which have no corrective legislature, no law but their
own wills, no check on the enforcement of their own particular
doctrines in any way they choose.
271